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Oklahoma State University is a comprehensive land grant institution with a College of En-
gineering and an enrollment of approximately 21,000. The Mathematics Learning Resource
Center (MLRC) was established here in 1984 as a comprehensive center featuring both elec-
tronic technology and conventional tutoring for supplementing and enriching the mathematics
curriculum. The center occupies 4,354 square feet, has a full time director (Dr. Pamala Ce-
men) and a staff of 30 undergraduate and graduate student assistants. It is available to
students 59 hours each week. Included in the MLRC are:

¢ 40 networked Texas Instruments Professional microcomputers,

12 networked IBM compatible Texas Instruments Business Pro microcomputers,

5 TI printers,

2 Control Data microcomputers,
¢ 19 combination VCR - television learning stations, and

¢ 5 caramate slide-tape players.

The two Control Data machines mentioned above are used for Plato algebra, precalculus,
and calculus tutorial packages obtained as part of a beta test site agreement.

A wide range of commercial software is available for the Texas Instruments microcomputers
including technical word processing, programming in the common computer languages, spread
sheets, and a computer algebra system called muMATH™ Soft Warehouse used largely by
students in linear algebra and differential equations. In addition, there are elaborate graphing
packages and menu driven utilities that were written by faculty and graduate students here
at O5U. One of them illustrates various concepts in differential equations such as direction
fields and dependence of solutions on parameters.

Every attempt has been made to assure that a first time visitor to the MLRC with no
knowledge of computers can quickly begin using much of the educational software. Everything
from logging onto the Novell Network to calling up a program is done by simply following a
sequence of menus. In addition, succinct documentation and on-line help has been provided.







